CONFIDENTIAL.) 


[No. 16 of 1898.] 


REPORT 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


. FOR THE 


Week ending the 16th April 1898. 


Se Nm Ee att 


CONTENTS :; 


Page. | Page. 


I.—FoREIGN Po.LITICcs. 
Nil. 


II .—HomEs ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police— 


A Police Sub-Inspector in Patna city ... 

Gunda oppression in Calcutta 

Alleged misconduct of a Sub-Inspector ‘of Police .. ape 
fee ate robbery in the Bankura district fe 
Police matters in Faridpur ... sas tes 


(3)— Working of the Courts— 


Process-service in Chittagong 

Mr. B.L. Gupta’s appointment to the High 
Court ei 

The Faridpur Sadar Sub- Registry Office 

The munsifis in the Murshidabad district — 

The tout nuisance in the Mymonsingh district 


Honorary Magistrates in Dacca “i sins 
Recording of evidence in criminal courts in 
Bengal e068 eee eee 
(c} —Jatle— 
Nil. 
\ 
(d)—Education— 


Scholarships for female candidates at dows -_— 
examinations .,, 


The two native Inspectors of Schools . 1 
The Calcutta babe pm affairs ae 
A bad selection of the Text-Book Committee si 


oallge of Indians from the Rurki Engineering 
ege 

proposed B. 8c. degree in the Calcutta Uni- 

pond ane ~ eee 


369 
ab. 
ab. 
ab. 
ib. 


1b, 


4b, 
ab. 
870 
10. 
ab. 


16, 


(¢) ~Local Self-Government and Municipal Adminis- 
tration=— 


The soeenennly of the Chittagong Munici- 


pality a vei +. oe 
Stzeet-watering ; in Caloutta eis — 
The Chinsura Municipality ... ib. 
The question of water-supply in the Dacca 

district eee cee cos 
Inadequate water-supply i in Calcutta ... os We 


( f)—Questions affecting the dand— 
Nil. 


(g)—Railways and communtcations, including canals 
and trrigation— 


Stations on the Assam-Bengal Railway 873 

Absence of water-supply ata station on the Assam- 
Bengal Railway 0 | 

Attempt at outrage on board a steamer cco We 


Railway employés in the last Langalbandh fair ne 
The necessity of a pucca bridge over the canal in 


the Faridpur bazar ace oe id. 
inconvenience of passengers in purchasing tickets 
at Goalundo ... $b, 
Wanted a waiting-room at the steamer ghat at 
Faridpur cat sai oe a * 
Railway grievances . oe coe 80. 
(h)—General— 

An objectionable appointment to the Public Works 
 Supervisorship in Mymensingh ae we ©6874 
The Famine Commission .., as coc 00. 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie ... eis ee 876 
Sir John Woodburn ad saa sos O05 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie's retirement ... re |S 

An objectionable order by the Magistrate of 
Chittag gong oe 876 
Mr. Allen, ettlement Officer of Chittagong oan: 
Sir John Woodburn ose von a ee 
Management of the Hatwa estate vie oe 877 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie's retirement ... jae 


The resignation of Sir Alexander Mackenzie we 90, 

The British Indian Association’s address to Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie... wis eos «(80 

Sir John Woodburn: eee eee eee 46, 


dilaenn dine, -T-deouneitttatsiameme tines mane mea ee 


~aS 
Tere © 


: nor re «an erbiibs es, ails Sie * 
32k > 2 Sa Bis ed ~ 2 7 Z ie , ‘ 
Me ane » p ‘ ‘ 6% CRAG 8 Veow . 
- ait a we py 3 . ah wry . 1s 2 z=” me . GPT ay Te os . 
7 ee a 


Page. 
ITI.—Leererativs. 

- The Bengal Tenancy Act — * Bill . 378 
The Stamp Bill een ee see +b. 
Feat wos. of the Arms Act on vee 00. 
The Calcutta Municipal Bill sn oo WO 

Babu Surendranath Banerji’s speech on the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill ... ove $79 


oc” ed 8 speech on 00 Calcutta Municipal 


The Calcutta Municipal Bill “on nm 


{V.—Native Srares. 


( 366 ) 


An Anglo-Indian paper giving currency to false 
statements ioe 


The discontinuance of the Gaur Varta of Malda id, 


Mr. Chalmers’ visit to the frontier 


Untva PapErs. 


Plague Rules... eee 
The Indian Famine Commission 
Wild animals in certain — in the Balasore 
district eee 
Transfers rules and Government officers and 


Page, | 

380 
ove ove b, y 
eee eee 381 

3. 


cee ae 35, 


managers of wards’ estates in Orissa ... a 
The scholaship examination at Dhenkanal <- 
Nil. A flower show in Cuttack ... ib. 
Appointment cf Uriyas as teachers i in the Sambal. 
pur Higher English School vee a 
V.—Prosprcts oF THE Crors aND CONDITION oF Mr. Tilak and the Natu Brothers see —— 
THE PEOPLE. The post of Advocate-General, Madras gR9 
, Government's reply to the memorial of the Orissa 
. landlords eee eee coe eee 3b. 
Distress in Satkhira in the Khulna district .. 380 Mr. B.N. De... ose ib. 
————— of Uriyas as teachers in the Sam. 
balpur Higher English School =e a * 
VI—MIsceLtaneEovs. The Uriya’s conservatism in politics... — * 
An outbreak of cholera in a village in the Mymen- Assam Parzns. 
singh district ... ee i 
Water scarcity in the Ghatal subdivision — Nil. 
LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 
| Re Dates of papers reeeived : 
No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. number of and examined for the REMARKS. 
subscribers. week. 
Bengali. CaLCuTtTa. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Bangavasi” .,.. ... | Calcutta ss 25,000 | 9th April, 1898. 
2 |*Basumati” ... | Ditto eee 36,000 | Tth and 14th ditte. 
8 |“Hitaishi”’ _... .. | Ditto ons 800 |12th _ ditto. 
@ |“ Hitavadi”’ ... .. | Ditto «. |About 4,000 | 8th = ditto. 
6 | “ Mihir-o-Sudhakar ”’ .| Ditto ea 1,600 | 8th — ditto. 
6 | “Samay” a oe itto sel 8,000! 8th ditto. 
+ | “Samutthan” ... wt Bitte ss emg Sth and 13th ditto. 
8 | “Sanjivani” | Ditte ane 3,000 | 9th ditto. 
9 |Som Prékesh” | Ditto si 1,000 | 11th ditto. 
10 | “ Sulabh Samachar” | Ditto a onan 9th ditto. 
Daily. | } 
1 |‘* Banga Vidya Prakashika”| Ditto me 200 1. and Mth April, ) 
| TS a ; 1 
ee "alee grams Chan- | Ditto a 1,000 | 9th to §2th Apmi, 1896. { a 
: . | | 
$ |“Samvad Prabhakar” ...| Ditto ee 2,000 | 3th, and 14th April, 
; ] ~@ i 
4 | “Samvad Purnachandrodaya’’| Ditto ine 200 | 8th, 9th, and 11th to 14th 
April, 1898. 
6 | ‘Sulabh Dainik” | Ditto | Read by 
3,000 
Hip. 
Fortnightly. | 
1 |‘ Marwari Gazette” w. | Ditto ere 400 
a | 
Weekly. 
1 |‘ Bharat Mitra” | Ditto : 2,000 | 11th April, 1898. 
3 |“ Hindi Bangavasi” | Ditto ra 6,500 | lith ditto. 
PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Hable Mateen ” | Dikte a 500 
2 |" Mefta-hur-zafar ”’ a } Ditto si 


f 367) 
re ae 
Urpv. | j 
Weekly. | 
1 |“Darassaltanat and Urdu } Calcutta se - b's 
Ee ie a Gauhariasfi” | Ditto ase 830 | 8th April, 1898. | 
Tri-weekly. | 
A |“ Nusrat-ul-Ialam” | ow Ditto ee ae | , | 
Daily. ) ee | 
1 | “Rozana-e-Kélkétta” ww] Ditto ve | tenes a wail 38 _ 5th to 7th: 
BEnaati. Burpwan Division. 
Fortnightly. 
1 | “ Pallivasi ’’ ... | Kalna sin 476 
Weekly. | 
a |«Herdwen Sangiveni”, | Bardwan | 26 .., 
8 | “Chinsura Vartavaha”’’_ ,,, | Chinsura ae 400 | 10th ditto. 
4 | “Education Gazette” .. | Hooghly eee 1,860} Sth ditto, | 
BENGALI. Parstpency Drivisron. 
Weekly. | , 
1 |‘*Murshidabad Hitaishi” .,.| Murshidabad i 655 | Sth and 18th April, 1808. 
2 | * Pratikar” ee Ditto a 608 | 8th ditto. 
| Urrya. Ontssa Drvisron. : 
Weekly. 
1 |‘*Sambalpur Hitaishini”’ ... —— = oe Central sseens ee 17th Feb- yj ot 4p only _ Pn 
2 |‘ Samvad Vahika” ve. | Balasore rs 150 = ng gg i7th Feb- —  bage = 
3 | “Uriya and Navasamvad”’... | Ditto ss 809 _ * e By 16th Feb- ne penn Pen: ag 
4 | “Utkal Dipika” we. | Cuttack ‘ai 400 ”_ 7 | bn | 
1898, 
: Hrnpt. Patna Divisioy,. 
Monthly. 
“ Bihar Bandhu” o» | Bankipur ese | About 600 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Aryavarta”’ ... wo» | Dinapur a 1,000 
Urpv. 
| Weekly. 
iiteieae: ci :| Bear 
Brnaatt. | Basszant Drvisrox. 
Weekly. | : 
2 | RangparDiipeakean” “|Eeuesmateh, =] MBP 
Hinpr. 
Monthly. 
+ |" Perigling Minion ke Masi] Darjeeling ==. 
| 


a 
[hi 
ie b 
rs: @ 

‘ 


A. 


ae Pas 
‘ SX 
pom 
‘ * 
; 
; ea 
‘ . Vy 
4 > 3 
Tae 
A Ae 
td af 
wir SS 
P 
f . oo 
: ee 
m4 el 
“we 
t 
eee rt 
a a J 
-. Ry yi 
eg "Sieg 
> oR 
ie, ae yet) 
ee ~e 
be gad 
f> NY . 
oy 
ad y: 
i“ 
A - 
d na 
P) 
; Ver 
a “= 
: ‘A 
iG 
7s 
4 ea 
* 
: ’ 
aa “Ss 
+ 
| S. 
2 
= 
x 
¥ 
4 
oy io 
es uD 
~ » . 
4 % 
> is 
" 
5 
: % 
Ls ; 
Ax 
. = 
3 
= 
gS 
oy 
3 wh 
x 
? by e 
9 
pe 
2 - 
rs 
ee 
t ae 
: p 
wy, ‘ ri 
. P :) o %, 
wh 
i age. 
A y a 
a 
Ce 4 
> 
Rae 
P $e" 
f * 
ae u 
& 
ir 
‘ 
~—_ 
" 
+ *G 
+ 
; 


( 3S } 


a 


win | Dates of papers received 
No, Names of Newspapers. Place of publication, fs x a and wy for the REMARKS, 
BgNGatti. 
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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. | 
8th April has heard from a reliable source that the 
haggle Police Sub-Inspector of Phulwari in Patna cit 
A Police Sub-Inspector in treats the people in a highhanded manner, an 
Pats city. that the higher police authorities take no notice of 
i t. 
” T7 correspondent of the Hifavadi of the 8th April complains that while 
coming through Sinduriapati in Calcutta the other 
day at 8-80 p.m., he found that a gentleman had 
been robbed by gundas and so mercilessly beaten that he was unable to walk. 
The editor remarks that occurrences like these prove the inefficiency of the 
Calcutta police. : 
3, In noticing a case in which a young woman was recently acquitted 
by the Sessions Judge of Faridpur, under section 
Alleged misconduct of a Sub- 2]1, Indian Penal Code, of bringing a false ch 
oe of rape against the Sub-Inspector of Police, thana 
Ayenpur,: in the Faridpur district, the Samey of the 8th April asks :—Now that 
the woman has been acquitted, does it not necessarily follow that the Sub- 
Inspector must have outraged her, as deposed to by her? It remains to be seen 
if he is to be adequately punished. Even if the law will not allow him to be 
tried a second time for the same offence, will not the Inspector-General of 
Police punish him departmentally for the heinous offence he is alleged to be 
uilty of ? The lightest punishment that can be awarded to this brute of a Sub- 
Taapector is his immediate dismissal from the service. 
4. According to a correspondent of the Bankura Darpan of the 8th April, 


great anxiety has been caused in Bankura by recent 

aos the Ban- cases of highway robbery attended with murder. 

It is said that a dead body was found floating in 

a roadside tank between Bamira and Betur in the Bankura district, and that 

not long ago, a traveller was attacked, robbed and wounded near a delapidated 
bridge between Indas and Kumrul in the same district. : 

5. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 10th April complains 


| eee that the police of the Gosainérhat outpost in the 
en ; wager iad district are always in the habit of espous- 
ing the cause of the rich in a police case. ‘I'he Sub-Inspectors of Palang and 
Madaripur act conjointly with the Sub-Inspector of Gosainérhat. One 


Gunda oppression in Calcutta. 


Rupjan Bibi complained to the Madaripur Police that the party of late Golam | 


Ali had trespasse into her house and robbed her, but the police refused to 
entertain her complaint. The Subdivisional Offcer of Madaripurz, however, 


summoned the accused and convicted and punished them, Bribery is rife in 
the Palang and Gosainérhat outpost. 


A collecting punchayet is going to be appointed, and it is to be hoped that 
an honest man will be selected for the post. The collecting punchayet enjoys 


ample facilities for exacting illegal fees. The police of the Gosainer hit 


outpost has been asked to appoint a collecting punchayst. This is not as it 
should be. ) 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


6. The Jyoti of the 7th April complains that in Chittagong the Criminal 
Process-service in Chittagong. and the Collectorate processes are not equally distri- 


buted among the peons for service. Some get as 
many as twenty to twenty-five processes, while others get so few as two or 
three. ‘This causes great loss and inconvenience to the public. 


7. While fully recognising the claims of Mr. B. L. Gupta to a High 
—— ee Court Judgeship, the Hitavadi of the 8th April 
to the High Cout. Poem’ objects to his gg ct to officiate fur Mr. Justice 


_ Chunder Madhab Ghosh on the ground that a 
pleader should have been appointed to officiate for the pleader Judge. 
8. According to the Sanjay of the 8th April, 


, is felt by people on account of the delay made. 
Registry ng Sadar. Sub- in the Sadar Sub-Registry Office in giving 
7 copies of documents even when expedition fees 


great inconvenience. 
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have been paid as required by the law. Copies are not obtained even in two 
or three days when they should be forthcoming on the very day an applica. 
tion is made for them. This, it is said, is due to the want of a sufficient staff 
of copyists. : 

9. The Pratikar of the 8th April says that the arrangement under which 

_ the Munsif of the Lalbagh chauki in the Murshi- 
PR ine — in the Murshi- dabad district has been sent to Jangipur as Addi. 
eletin tional Munsif, and the work of the former chayk; 
is being disposed of by a Munsif of the Sadar who visits Lalbagh only twice 
a week, is causing very great inconvenience to suitors in both Lalbagh and 
Sadar. If there is not sufficient work for two separate munsifis at S and 
Lalbgagh, the two existing munsifis should be amalgamated and the amal- 
gamated munsifi located in some convenient situation. The writer protested 
when the Azimganj Munsifi was amalgamated with the Sadar Munsifi. The 
protest was not heeded at the time. But now a petition has been presented 
to the High Court by the people of Goas for again establishing a separate munsifi 
in Azimganj, and the High Court has directed the District Judge to make an 
enquiry into the complaints contained in the petition. The District Judge, 
it is hoped, will pay regard to og convenience in drawing up his report. 
10. A correspondent of the Sanjivant of the 9th April requests the Sub. 
ee divisional Officer of Kishorganj in the Mymen- 
The tout nuisance in the My- gingh district to enter upon a crusade against 
mensingh district. _— 

_ touters, who are not above any crime, however 
heinous. They not only get up false evidence and cases, but commit other 
illegalities as well. & 

11. Inthe opinion of the Dacca Prakash of the 10th April, petty landlords 
should not be appointed Honorary Magistrates. In 
the Dacca Division there is a large number of 
Honorary Magistrates who are petty landlords. These men take advantage 
of their official position and try to encroach upon the rights of neighbouring 
landlords. Raiyats fear these Honorary Magistrates more than they do their 
own landlords, and help them in encroaching upon the latter’s rights and 
privileges. It is to be hoped that the attention of the authorities will be 
drawn to this matter. © 

12. A correspondent of the Som Prakask of the 11th April says that the 

; administration of criminal justice would become 

ep eording of evidence in the easier und cases would be better understood if 

ail Magistrates and Deputy Magistrates were to take 

down evidence in the manner and in the language iu which evidence is recorded — 

by Munsifs and Subordinate Judges in civil suits. It will be very easy for native 

Deputy Magistrates to record evidence in the vernacular. European Magis- 

trates who do not know the vernacular well should be required to record evidence 
in English. | 


Honorary Magistrates in Dacca. 


(d)—Education. 


13. The Tripura Hitaishi for the 1st fortnight of Chaitra hopes that 
separate scholarships will be created for female 
candidates at the Lower Primary, Upper Primary 
and Middle Vernacular examinations. like those 
created for such candidates at the University examinations. 

14. The Dacca Gazette of the 4th April says that, of the five natives who 
have up to this time been appointed as Inspectors 
of Schools in the Lower Provinces, Babus Bhudev 
Mukharji, Brahma Mohan Mallik and Beni Madhav 
De acquitted themselves with honour and ability in the discharge of their 
duties, but the same cannot be said of the remaining two, namely, Rao Dina 
Nath Sen Saheb and Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukharji Bahadur, whose official 
conduct as Inspectors of Schools has furnished matter for adverse comment. 
They have been chiefly blamed for making an abuse of their powers by 
introducing into schools worthless text-books written by themselves, It 1s 
true that, when Radhika Babu’s manual on Hygiene was first written and 

1e a text-book for vernacular schools, there was no other book on the 
subject. But the manual abounded in mistakes, as its author had no pro- 
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in the medical science. When these mistakes were pointed out, i 


a he rejection of 
anaged by sheer force of flattery to prevent the reje 
Redhik “a Poo sach the * iauleadiies to have the manual corrected by the 
then Civil Medical Officer of Serampore, Dr. Uday Chand Dutt. The eo 
also received many other corrections at the instance of non-official critics an: 
the Central Text-Book Committee. But, even after under-going all this 
revision, the book is not still free from mistakes and fit to be placed in the 
hands of school boys. That Radhika Babu has been able to enforce the use 


of his “ers-awi,” “etal eicaferel” and “gays” in schools is simply 
because he is an Inspector of Schools and the Secretary of the Central Text- 


Book Committee. 3 : 
The three worthless books written by Rao Dina Nath Sen Saheb, which 
have been long used in the schools in East Bengal, are an abridged edition of 


the author’s “ qoacucta faqae” and his “ata steq]” and an English spelling 
book. It was to introduce the first of these in the Rajshahi Circle that Dina 


ked hard while officiating as Inspector of Schools in that circle. It 
a ie same time that he introduced in the Lower Primary schools in the 


Eastern Circle a text-book named ‘ afay aT4s”—a wretched book—written 
by the Assistant Inspector of Schools, Rajshahi Circle. The substitution of 
“vargy aye” for Dr. Jadu Nath Mukharji’s “7a “gia faq” in the primary 


schools was a gross jobbery and a step in direct contravention of the orders 
of the Government. Dina Babu’s spelling-book has been persistently rejected 
by the Central Text-Book Committee as unfit for inclusion in the list of text- 
books, but the book is, as a matter of fact, still used in schools in the 


Eastern Circle. His “ afafas steel,” though a very small and worthless pamphlet, 


is sold at three annas a copy and is a compulsory text-book up to the fourth 
class of vernacular schools. 


15. The Basumati of the 7th April ~~ that, owing to prs undue in- 
ee fluence exercise some young and inexperienced 
ST a oe ithe Se as of the Syndicate, 
thoughtful and experienced men do not, as before, like to take an active part 
in the management of affairs of the Calcutta University. Formerly, though the 
number of text-books was limited, the boys used to receive a better and more 
thorough education than now. They were not overworked as now, had not 
to wade through volumes of dry matter, and did not know what cram was. 
In these days examiners set questions not so much to test the knowledge and 
intelligence of the youthful examinees as to show off their own learning and 
erudition. Almost every year the spectacle is witnessed of brilliant students 
being plucked and their less gifted brethren coming out successful. This 
can be explained only by the fact that, unless one can reproduce the language 
of the text-book, he hasno hope of getting high marks. Another grievance 
is that euporsnneee professors and teachers are not appointed as before to 
examinerships, which are being monopolised by new graduates who pay court 
to the youthful syndics and obtain precedence over older and wiser men. 
The only way to reform the University is to appoint none but wise and 
experienced men as members of the Syndicate, 
16. The Aitavadi of the 8th April points out 
Bonk Genin” % the Test some defects in another selection of the Central 
Text-Book Committee, “Ramer Rajyaibhsek.” 
17. In noticing the answer of Lord George Hamilton to a question in 
Penna at the House of Commons, to the effect that His 
Rarki Engineering College. the Lordship was not aware of any change in the rules 
of the Rurki Engineering College, prohibiting the 


admission of the people of Bengal, Madras and Bombay, the Sanjivent.of the 
9th April observes :-— 


It is really very strange that the Secretary of State, the all-knowing 
and all-powerful arbiter of the destinies of India should give evidence of 
80 deplorable a lack of information. The rule debarring the Hindu and 
Muhammadan population of Bengal, Bombay and Madras from getting admission 
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to the College has now been in force for a year, and yet he knows nothing 
of it! 
18. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 11th April deprecates the 
_ proposal to institute the degree of B So, , in the 
The proposed B. Sc.degreein (©aloutta University. The under-graduates of th 
the Calcutta University. : ‘ ‘ ? Q 
University acquire too little knowledge of general | 
literature, history, &c., to be fit to devote their whole attention to a special 
subject like Physical Science. No under-graduate should be allowed to devote 
himself to a special subject till he has to a certain extent widened his genera] 
knowledge by passing the’B. A. Examination. aia 


(e)— Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration, 


19. The Jyott of the 7th April writes that now that the Commissioners 
of the Chittagong Municipality have asked the 
Government to nominate an outsider to the 
Municipal Chairmanship, it should nominate Babu 
Nabin Chandra Sen, Personal Assistant to the Commissioner. Babu Nabin 
Chandra has municipal experience and his nomination will be a glory to the 
ar 
20. The Sulabh Samachar of the 9th April complains of the imperfect 
Silica and inadequate arrangement for watering the 
wast ease haiti a streets in the native quarter of Calcutta. Most of 
the streets are so insufficiently watered that a little wind raises a dust-storm, 
which not only blinds the passengers, but even makes it difficult fur the people 
to sit with their windows open. The Commissioners always make big promises 
to the rate-payers before their elections, but they never bestir themselves to 
at good their promises after they have been returned to the Municipal 
oard. 
21. The Chinsura Vartavaha of the 10th April proterts against the 
appointment of an assessor by the local municipality 
and the consequent increase of taxation. The 
duties imposed on the assessor might well have been discharged by the Ward 
Commissioners as in previous years. The condition of the roads within the 
municipality is deplorable. They are not properly or regularly repaired. 
There are no arrangements for watering the streets. The lighting arrange- 
ments are also defective. | 
22. The Dacca Gazette of the 11th April draws attention to the water- 
| _  searcity prevailing in certain villages in west 
art tee water-supplyin Vikrampur, in the Dacca district, and the severe 
water-scarcity with which the whole district is 
threatened. For the next few months the new Lieutenant-Governor will 
be too busy with the Calcutta Municipal Bill to pay any attention to the 
question of water-supply in the mufassal. But the question demands an 
early and urgent solution. In the Dacca district it has become imperatively 
necessary that the District Board should, instead of wasting money on tube- 
wells, bave tanks and canals excavated and re-excavated. The excavation of 
new canals and the re-excavation of old silted-up canais will serve a threefold 
purpose. Such canals will not only supply the villages on their banks with 
plenty of good water in all seasons of the year, but will improve the means 
of communication and give a fresh impetus to trade. 
23. The Som Prakash of the 11th April complains of the inadequacy 
_ of filtered water-supply in the native wards of 
Calndeanate water-supply in (Calcutta. While the demand for water has in- 
aa creased with the advance of the hot season, the 
Municipality has reduced the pressure of water, so that there is hardly any. 
water in the taps after 10 o’clock in the morning, while in the evening the taps 
supply water only for two hours, namely, from 3 to 5 p.m. Such limited water- 
supply 1s very inadequate for Hindu households, especially when, on the plea 
nd improving sanitation, the Municipality has filled up all private tanks in the 
The unfiltered water-supply, too, for road-watering purposes is far short 
of what is needed in this season of the year. In aineenain: street-watering 
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ive wards is a | 
a fae ean wards, where the roads are not only thoroughly watered, but 
oven baste if there is any mud from over watering, It is hoped: that the 


proposed municipal law, when passed, will put an end to the existing state of 
things. : 
(9; —Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


94, The Tripura Hitaishi for the first fortnight of Chattra complains that 
most of the stations on the Assam Bengal Railway— 
Stations on the Assam-Bengal for example, the Chandpur, Laksham, Chittagong, 
Railway. Comilla, Karimganj and Cachar stations—are 
situated at a distance from towns and bazars, and are not furnished with proper 
waiting rooms and refreshment stalls. Mere tin sheds on open fields, where 
the stations are located, cannot serve as comfortable or convenient waiting 
rooms for passengers, especially during the hot months of the year. The 
management would not certainly have ventured to be so blind to the conve- 
nience of passengers, if there had been a large European passenger traffic on 
line. 
- 25. The same paper complains that at the Gunawati station on the above 
Absence of water supply at a railway, no water 18 supplied to the passengers. So 
“a on the Astem Bengal long the passengers used to get water from the 
Railway. dight, but that reservoir having dried up, the 
passengers now get absolutely no water at the station. | 
26. A correspondent writes to the Barisal Hituishi of the 3rd April to say 
that on the evening of the 31st March last, a steamer 
Attempt at outrage on board of the India General Steam Navigation Com- 
eae pany touched the Muladi station at about 9 p.m., 
when 2 khalasi who, with others, was employed in helping the passengers in 
disembarking, took indecent liberties with a Kayastha lady. She reported the 
matter to her husband, a doctor in the Barisal district, and there was commo- 
tion on board the steamer. The clerk in charge of the vessel, however, made 
excellent arrangements for disembarkation at the next station. 
27. A correspondent of the Jyoti of the 7th April camplains that during 
oe a a a ~ last Langalbandh ee the year clerks in the 
way employes in the lass railway stations exacted from the pilgrims a fee of 
—— 8 to 10 annas for each ticket. Thaes whe did not 
pay this fee got their tickets with great difficulty. 
28. The bamboo bridge over the canal in the Faridpur bazar having 
The'nocessity of apucca bridge COllapsed, the Sanjay of the 8th April suggests 
over the canal in the Faridpur that, to avoid disastrous accidents, a pucca bridge 
bazar. should be constructed here. It is dangerous for 
men and cattle to cross the canal over a flimsy bamboo bridge which, as in the 
present case, may come down without a warning. 
29. The same paper requests the authorities of the Eastern Bengal State 
Inconvenience of passengers in stallway to peas © id gps onic d felt by 
yous ado. passengers in purchasing both railway and steamer 
et cic Aermcpahat es ccisca tickets at alleen “The time allowed to the 
passengers for the purchase of tickets is very short, and the door through which 
they have to enter is very small, so that there is always a terrific rush here. 
If it be not possible to remove both these inconveniences at one and the same 
time, the ticket window should be kept open for a longer period than at present, 
if not day and night, as is the case at Howrah. 

30. The same paper also recommends the construction of a waiting-room 
for passengers at the steamer ghat at Faridpur. 
The station, which is too small for the purpose, is 
always packed with parcels and the crews of vessels. 
hy i are now scorched by the sun or drenched by the rain, as the case 
may be. | 

31. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 8th April suggests that, in 
ne order to prevent the squeezing which third-class 
female passengers intending to travel by the mail 


train have at present to undergo at the Howrah station, a separate entrance 
should be provided for them as on the new platform. 7 ’ 


Wanted a waiting-room at the 
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Another correspondent of the same paper complains that he ately sent 
nearly 20 maunds of rice by rail to the Jamalganj station, on the Northerp- 
Bengal Railway, and of this quantity nearly 3 maunds were stolen. On the 
Qnd April last he booked 16 hanris of curd at Nator for Naihati. But one 
hanri of curd was stolen between Damukdia and Naihati. 

A third correspondent of the same paper complains that a certain Christian 
guard, working on the branch line from Barsai to Kishorganj, abstracted various 
articles from boxes booked for the Khagra mela. The station-master received 
information of this from a railway khansama, and, on proceeding to the guard’s 
house, with a head-constable, found the articles there. The guard having fallen 
at the feet of the station-master and the shop-keepers having refused to 

rosecute him for fear of trouble, the matter was not carried to a law court. 

But strange to say, the guard remained in his post, while the khansama was dis- 
missed for giving the information. 

A fourth correspondent complains that, when feeling very thirsty, he called 
for water at the Laksham station on the Assam-Bengal Railway, he was given 
very foul and muddy water to drink. 


(h) — General. 


32. The Charu Mihir of the 4th April does not see what led to the 
An objectionable appointment ®Ppointmert to the Public Works Supervisorship 
to the Public Works Supervisor. in Mymensingh town of Mr. Tyce, a man who has 
ship in Mymensingh. passed no examination of any engineering school 
or college. Neither was it ever before heard that Mr. Tyce possessed any 
special qualification in engineering. ‘The supersession of the claims of qualified 
men in favour of a man who possesses no other recommendation than that 
of race and colour blights the prospects of men who pass out of the Sibpur 
Engineering College. 
33, ‘The Burdwan Sanjwvani of the 5th April has the following :— 
When a famine is apprehended, what the 
_ Government should do isto enquire whether there 
is a sufficient stock of food-grains in the country. If there be such a stock, care 
should be taken to stop all exports, and if there be nosuch stock, steps should 
be taken to impcrt corn from other countries and stock it in Government 
granaries. ‘This, however, would be opposed to the principles of free trade, and 
so not in consonance with the views of the British Government, which argues 
that so long as no restrictions are put on trade, merchants will be induced, for 
the sake of profit, to bring corn to every threatened spot, and that though prices. 
may, in consequence, rule high, there will at least be no famine. There is, no 
doubt, much force in this argument; but while enunciating the principles of free 
trade, the Governinent should not close its eyes to the poverty of the people of 
India, If there is a deficient ramfall during two successive seasons, the prices 
of imported food-grains and eatables necessarily rise, and owing to the dearth 
of work, the labouring classes starve even when the market is well stocked 
with corn. It is clear, therefore, thatif the condition of the Indians were 4 
little better than it really is, the Government might rely on free trade. Then, 
again, in the English language the two words “famine” and “ scarcity” 
do not bear the same meaning, and the careless manner in which these words 
are used causes great confusion. We are of opinion that in India there 1s 
very little difference between “famine” and “scarcity.” Both produce 
equally disastrous effects on the people, and the Government should therefore 
view both evils in the same light. 
As the Government is thoroughly averse to stopping exports or starting 
State granaries, what is the best way to cope with a famine when one 
appears in the country? The best way to cope with a famine in sucha 
case is to open, at the very outset relief works at every convenient centre, 
and it is well known that the Government is very particular about this. 
In this connection, the Provincial Governments should always have ready 
before them, before a famine actually makes its appearance, well-consid ered 
statements of the most suitable and reproductive works of public utility or 
every district. The famine of last year showed that this had not been done 
in most cases, and so, while people were dying of starvation by the hundred, tt 
took months to decide what.form relief works should take. 
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“Relief works should be of e permanent ond not a temporary nature, During 


famine cutcha roads were constructed in various parts of the country, 
al houeh these will no doubt prove a boon to the people while they last, 
there being no fund to maintain them, they will be obliterated in a few years 
and the money spent on their construction will have been thrown away. 
Famines are brought about in India more by drought than anything else; and 
therefore the best means of keeping off the grim monster from the country is 
to improve the water-supply | both for irrigation and drinking purposes. ‘This 
point should be carefully considered by the authorities. 

Next comes the question, how are the people to be worked on relief 
works? Are they to work as day-labourers or under the contract system ? 
Should the work be piece or task work? It goes without saying that every care 
should be taken of the famine grant, of which not a pice should be wasted or 
misapplied. At the same time those who resort to the relief works should 
get sufficient to eat. Under the existing system, the administration of the 
famine fund is marked by corruption and embezzlement, which should be 
put down. 

34, The same paper makes the following observations on Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie :— 

It is evident from his speech at the Science 
Association that Sir Alexander is no enemy of the Bengalis. He said in 
distinet terms that nothing was further from his intention than to call the 
vernacular papers of Bengal seditious. ‘This statement must be accepted as true, 
and then there remains nothing to be dissatisfied within him. Sir Alexander 
also declared that he was by no means against high education. It is his 
belief that the system under which high education is now imparted in this 
country is calculated to do mischief to its recipients, and he therefore advises 
the encouragement of technical and scientific education. Then again, Sir 
Alexander cannot be called an enemy simply because he supported the 
sedition law. It is the conviction of the Government that a rigorous law is 
necessary for the maintenance of peace and order, and who can deny that, 
for the good of the empire, it has every right to act as it deems necessary ? 
So far as is known, the sedition law has been enacted under pressure fides ‘ds 
Secretary of State and the Lieutenant-Governor cannot be blamed if he has 
agreed with. Really, we cannot find fault with Sir Alexander or regard 
him as an enemy simply because we differ with him in our views on public 
questions. 

35. The same paper welcomes Sir Jobn Woodburn as an able and expe- 

Sir John Woodburn rienced officer, and says that, though much may be 

expected from one like him, it will perhaps be 
better if the people be not too sanguine. High expectations generally lead to 
K6en disappointment. It is judicious to wait and see Sir John at work instead 
of indulging in speculations as to his nature, &c. ~ 

36. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 6th April has the following :— 


; When Sir Charles Elliott took leave of Bengal, 
ne rander Mackenzie's re- the sweet and kind words of his successor, Sir 
__ Alexander Mackenzie, cheered our drooping hearts. 
We were induced to believe that race distinctions would vanish under his ruie 
and we would have ataste of that impartiality for which the English race 
is so deservedly famous. But owing either to the insalubrious climate of 
Bengal, or the caprice of fate, the new ruler became @ changed man before a 
year was over. His predecessor had attempted the abolition of the ju 
system, and he has deprived it of its vitality by prohibiting the employ- 
ment of lawyers as jurors. Sir Charles Elliott tried to lay the axe at the root 
of high education by abolishing many schools and colleges, but Sir Alexander 
has tried to please educated : Fre by expressing sympathy with high edu- 
cation. Sir Alexander, it is true, supported the self-government scheme of 
Lord Ripon, but he has ended by making arrangements for the destruction of 
Local Self-Government. Indeed, the Bengal musnud is a touch-stone wherewith 
to test the quality and value of its occupants. 
We do not say, Sir Alexander, that you have treated us with very great 
harshness. But the fact is, we did not receive even 2 moiety of what we had 


expected from you. You exempted the lawyers from the liability to serve as 
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jurors, drafted the Calcutta Municipal Act Amendment Bill, gave evidence of 
your little sympathy with high education by frowning onthe educated classes, 


and declared that newspaper editors had nothing to expect from you. At the 
Science Association, though you called ge a friend of high education, you 
heaped abuse on the educated classes, Do you for a moment suppose that the 

icultural classes in the Sibpur Engineering College will dispel the wave of 
discontent which is passing through the country? How many will secure 
appointments after passing out of these agricultural classes ? 

You speak of the discontent and disappointment of the educated classes, 
but what about the lakhs of your artisan subjects who are starving on account 
of the competition of cheap foreign wares? We hoped that you would find 
some means to avert famine, which is a periodical visitor to India. It is not 
the educated classes alone who are starving, but the entire population has 
nothing to live upon. : 

We pray to God for your speedy recovery, but to us it is all the same 
whether you rise or set. | 

37. The Jyoti of the 7th April complains that the Magistrate of Chitta- 
gong has ordered that no one shall obstruct the 
streamlets in the hills with Jandhs for agricultural 
or other purposes. The Chittagong people sow, 
about this time, pani aush and other paundi crops, and for their cultivation 
depend on the water of the hill streamlets. ‘lhe Magistrate’s order will 
seriously interfere with agriculture and may lead to scarcity. 

38. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the transfer of 
Mr. Allen, Settlement Officer of Chittagong. 

Mr. Allen served the Chittagong peopie for ten 
years as the Settlement Officer of Chittagong. 
During this long period he conducted himself with uniform courtesy, and never 
treated those whom he came across with harshness or severity. Settlement 
work never makes a man popular, and it reflects no little credit on Mr. Allen 
that he managed to win the approbation of those innumerable people with 
whom he came into contact in the course of his business. But for his Gedaien 
generosity and forbesrance, thousands of talukdars and jotdars would have been 
ruined. The Assistant Settlement Officers were unreasonably strict and severe 
in their assessment of land revenue, but Mr. Allen tried his Be to tone down 
that severity. Neversince the days of Sir Henry Rickett did Chittagong get 
such a popular Settlement Officer as Mr. Allen. 

It was, however, not only as a Settlement Officer that Mr. Allen laid the 
Chittagong people under obligation. As the Joint-Magistrate of Chittagong, he 
succeeded in putting down the frequent breaking out of fires by detecting 
and punishing the incendiaries. It was also through his efforts that the 
i people were granted rolicsf by the Government after the recent 
cyclone. | 

The Chittagong public are much beholden to Mr. Allen and are sorry to 
part with him. They, however, hope to see him again in their midst as their 
Commissioner. 

39. The Hitavadi of the 8th April writes as follows :— 

It isatan inopportune moments that Sir John 
Woodburn assumes the administration of Bengal. 
He assumes the administration of the country at atime when distress is pre- 
vailing in the land, when thereis no surplus in the State exchequer, and when 
the relations between Natives and Europeans have been strained, and a fear of 
Government has taken the place of reverence for Government in the mind of 
the people. The task which Sir John has before him is, therefore, more onerous 
than that which was imposed upon his predecessors. It is no easy task to govern 
and protect a peor suffering from poverty and disease and troubled by fear. 
Plague, distress, drought, war, change of laws and change of rulers, seem to have 
conspired against the Indian people. There has been of late a change in the 
administrative policy, and that change has been attended with an interruption 
of the old feelings between the Government and the ople. The officials will 
now probably feel tempted to exercise the new powers with which the 
_? been vested. Sir John will have to see that those powers are not abused. 

ir John ascends the musnad of Bengal with an unpopular Bill of his prede- 
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’s in his hands. , 
eg ey tore al Bill. At the present juncture the people of Bengal will 
hesitate to inform their ruler of their ‘grievances. Sir John will have there- 
fore to receive hints from the low and indistinct utterances of the people, and 
act accordingly. But in spite of the change of policy and the change of feelings 
in the officials, we hope for much from Sir. J ey ee 

40. The same paper is only sorry and not surprised to learn from the 
Behar Herald that Mr. Buskin, the acting Manager 

Management of the Hatwa of the Hutwa estate, will be granted a retiring 
estate. ” allowance of Rs. na oo he Ve gtd y 

‘< he going to be granted this handsome allowance at rewar i 
pony oe daneane, Fat Bhuvaneswar get for greatly pleasing the yp by 
his able management of the estate ? Will any Member of the Bengal Legis ative 
Council ask for information about the service for which this allowance is going 


to be granted to Mr. Buskin ? 


The future alone will show in what shape he will pass _ 


HitavaDl, 
April 8th, 1898. 


Lately, Mr. Markham has been appointed Manager of the estate on a | 


onthly salary of Rs. 1,500 with a personal allowance of Rs. 500. But the 
poerie wae vsey ably managed by a Bengali Manager on half this pay. 
Devendra Babu, a relation of the Bengali Manager, was also very ably managing 
the estate. Why has he been replaced? It is not creditable that the money 
of a ward’s estate should be wasted in. this way. - 

41. The Bankura Darpan of the 8th April sorrowfully parts with Sir 
Alexander Mackenzie, and says:— 

Sir Alexander Mackenzies = Gir Alexander’s statements in regard to the Sedi- 
— tion Act and the Calcutta Municipal Bill have not 
been favourably received by many; but at this moment of parting we do not 
find any particular fault in him. We must candidly admit that he was on the 
whole a very good ruler. We have really become partial to him since reading 
his speech at the Indian Association forthe Cultivation of Science, As he wishes 
us well, so do we to him. 

42. The Mihtr-o-Sudhakar of the 8th April has the following on the 
resignation of Sir Alexander Mackenzie :— 

a. oe S&F We are sorry to part with Sir Alexander 
Alexander Mackenzie. : : : 

Mackenzie, especially when he retires on the score 
of ill-health. He perhaps failed, under the force of circumstances, to give 


satisfaction to all sections of the community ; but how many rulers are there | 


who are equally popular with all classes? Some erroneously suppose that 
Sir Alexander is an enemy of high education. What, however, he has alwuys 
aimed at is to remedy the growing evil of our boys becoming worthless under 
the high pressure of the present system of University education, What we 
really want now is technical and professional education, and Sir Alexander 
has always done his best to encourage it. 

lf in a few minor matters Sir Alexander did not do as much good to the 
people as they expected, we should blame, not him, but our own evil stars. He 
treated Hindus and Muhammadans alike, and conferred high appointments 
without distinction of creed or colour. We could not always share his views, but 
all the same we felt gratified at his kind and sympathetic treatment. 

43, Referring to the attempts of certain newspapers to belittle the 

Tho British Indian Aesocietion’g 2°11 Of the British Indian Association in present- 
address to Sir Alexander 28, 0n behalf of the Bengalis, a farewell address 
Mackenzie. to Sir Alexander Mackenzie, the Sarswat Patra 
observes :— | 

You may be right in saying that Sir Alexander did not earn by his public 
acts as much renown and popularity as he might have done, but there can be 
no question that he was deservedly an object of love and respect to the 
Bengalis. We do not, therefore, see what possible harm has been done by the 
British Indian Association in presenting a farewell address to Sir Alexander 
in the name of the Bengali nation. 3 

44, The Bangavasi of the 9th April has the following with reference to 

Ste Sahu Weathers. ag a ss Woodbarn, the new Lieutenant-Governor 

Sir John Woodburn was present at the Belvedere Garden party. We had 
a talk with him which highly pleased us. He is courteous and affable, and 
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it did not displease him to talk to an insignificant person like ourselves for a 
pretty lo 
the North-Western Provinces, Sir John Woodburn would lack the mildness and 
effability peculiar to Bengal. We were soon disabused of this impression. 
Residence at sacred Allahabad has increased the sweetness of his temper 
instead of lending roughness to his manners. May he rule us for full five years 
in sound health and with a cheerful mind is our earnest prayer. 


time. We were under the impression that, a Civilian hailing from 


IIJ.— LEGISLATIVE. 


45. The Hitavadi of the 8th April writes as follows :— 


Sir Alexander Mackenzie has paved the wa 
The Bengal Tenancy Act to the ruin of the Bengal raiyats by his amend- 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act. The most 


objectionable provisions of the Bill are that official statements of prices of food- 
grains published before 1885 shall be accepted as authoritative, and that the 
decision of the Collector about any particular assessment shall be final, 
no — against such decision lying, 28 before, to a Special Judge or the 
Hi 

food-graies authoritative, but Sir William Hunter defeated the proposal 
by contending that there was no certainty that the old statements were. ¢orrect. 
Sir Alexander says that he has curtailed the right of appeal with a view to 
save time and expense. 
time and money ? Under the proposed arrangement, the Collector will practi- 
cally judge his own decision on appeal ; for the Deputy or the Sub- Deputy Col- 
lector, who will make an assessment, will do so under the Collector’s instructions, 


ourt. Even in 1885 it was proposed to make statements of prices of 


But should justice be denied on the plea of saving 


Section 102 (c) provides that the record-of-rights will contain ‘one or more 
of the boundaries of the land held by each tenant or occupier.” But why not 
ali the boundaries to prevent ail possibilities of dispute ? Why shouid the record- 
of-rights, which will be asin at such a cost of time, be left so defective ? 

46. The Stamp Bill, says the Bankura Darpan of the 8th April, will 

The Stamv Bill probably be soon passed into law. The writer 

hea wudesus suggests that the fee of Rs. 5, which is, under the 

existing Stamp Act, charged by Collectors for giving an authoritative opinion 

as to the stamp duty payable in a particular case, should be either abolished 

or reduced to a nominal amount. This, it is urged, will increase and not 

lower the income of Government. Another suggestion made by the writer 

is that a fine should be imposed in cases of failure to affix the usual one-anna 

stamp to documents. The absence of such provisions induces the people to 

have recourse to illegalities in order to escape the heavy punishment pres- 
cribed by the law. 

47. The same paper maggots that ~ args legis! mre activity * the 

Government should be taken advantage of to 
Amendment of the Arms Act. amend the Arms Act. Let the sections stand as 
they are in respect of guns, but in the case of swords the existing rigour may 
well be relaxed, so far as Bengal is concerned. Under the existing law one 
may possess a sword, but not use it, even in self-defence. This is too hard a 
law, especially for the people of Bankura, Purulia and other jungly districts. 
48. The pemitiewsies 4 anes of the 9th April has ne following:— 
oon et the Government improve the sanitary con- 
ann Splaniin Sanleigal dition of our villages, natin good arrangements 
for their water-supply, and all natives and niggers will leave Calcutta and 
betake themselves to the villages. We object to the Bill simply because it 
proposes to oust us from Calcutta without providing us with a healthy habitation 
in some other place. Moreover, why all these needless and legal formalities for 
urpose of increasing European influence in the municipal administration of 
Calcutta? Why this wordy warfare, this specch-making, this ranting and 
blustering, when an order from the Government is enough to hand over the 
municipal administration of Calcutta to the Kuropean community ? mipon and 
l'emple introduced the present system of municipal administration into Calcutta 
and let Elgin and Mackenzie take back what Ripon and Temple gave. It 18 
neither pleasant nor politic that an official should now, by way of defending 
his action, condemn the policy and action of former officials. It was not certainly 
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- Risley to speak in disparagement of Sir Richard Temple 
; sir Hens oar in pe we to justify and defend his new Municipal ain 
All this unpleasantness could be avoided by taking summary methods and 
making European influence supreme in the municipal udministration of Calcutta 
without following a roundabout procedure. _ 
49, The Langavasi of the 9th April writes as follows:— a 
bu Surendranath Banerji’s _ At the last test J of the Bengal Legislative 
Pion oF the Calcutta Municipal Council, Babu Surendranath Banerji delivered an 
Bill. excellent speech on the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 
‘he speech has been very well spoken of by the | poy s and it was so admirably 
got up that even Sir Alexander Mackenzie could not but praise it for its charm- 
ing style and collocation of words. '! he praise of a Bengali naturally delights 
us, but we question the usefulness of such s eech-making. Laws are ; always 
passed and will be passed in the form which 1s best suited to the condition of 
the people and the circumstances of the country. No amount of speech- 
making has ever changed the resolution of the Government, and it will never 
change that’ resolution. The Calcutta Municipal Bill will be passed in spite 
of speech-making. Surendra Bubu has simply wasted his energy by opposing 
the introduction of the Bill, and this is certainly to be regretted. 
60. ‘The same paper has the following on Mr. Risley’s speech on the 
: Calcutta Municipal Bill:— 
In his speech on the Calcutta Municipal Bill, Mr. 
Risley gave a crushing reply to the speeches on the 


: Mr Risley’s speech on the Cal- 
eutta Municipal Bill. 


Bill delivered by Babus Surendranath Banerji and Narendranath Sen. While 


Mr. Kisley’s speech has no doubt enhanced our respect for his intelligence and 
ability, it has pained us by making us reflect upon our own degraded condition. 
It is certainly a matter of regret that a high official should have found it 
necessary to speak so plainly and openly in reply to such of our countrymen 
as are held in great esteem by us. 

Mr. Risley’s remarks are all very true. We certainly are a worthless set of 
people. We often forget that we Bengalis are a subject poo, that we are 
fond of flaitery, and that we all depend upon service for our livelihood. We 
also forget tat living as we do under the eye of the ruling race, we should 
try our best to keep it in humour. Calcutta is the metropolis of India simply 
because Englishmen reside here and the Viceroy lives here for a few months 
every year. English merchants have made Calcutta their abode, because 
Calcutta now affords ample facilities for trade and commerce. It will bea 
great catastrophe if the trade of Calcutta has to suffer in any way. A Com- 
missioner of the Calcutta Municipality should, therefore, see things municipal 
in the light in which they are likely to be seen by an Englishman. If he 
cannot do so he will better not aspire to be a Municipal Commissioner. To 
tell the truth, we Bengalis are not in a position to look after and promote the 
welfare of Englisumen. Englishmen, and Engiishwen alone, are therefore best 
qualified to promote the sanitary welfare of Calcutta. Why should the Babus 
be so very sorry to see the Municipal Bill passed ? 


51. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 10th April has the 


= following :— 
The Calcutta Municipal Bill. The Government has the liberty to do what- 


ever it likes with Local Self-Government, but it is a pity that Government 
officials should be guilty of inconsistency in their arguments. When the 
Calcutta Municipal Bill was introduced in the Council, Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
took special care to assure the public that the elective system was not goin 
to be interfered with. Mr. Risley, however, in his speech on the Bill, fell fou 
of the elective system and the elected Commissioners. This is not as it should be. 
Let the authorities plainly speak out their mind, and let there be no mincing 
of matters. Let them plainly say that the elective system is not suited to 
this country, that those who introduced the system into this country were fools, 
and that the sooner it is abolished the better. The Ben gal Government need 
not fear anybody. It has the support of the Viceroy and the Secretary of 
State, and let it act plainly and straightforwardly, and abolish the system which 
18 a gene in its eye. 

' e Municipal Bill proposes to pay the Members of the General Com- 
mittee of the Calcutta Municipality. hiss intended as an encouragement and 


BanGavasl, 
April 9th, 1898, 


BANGAVASIL. 


DAINIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


April 10tb, 1898. 
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inducement to Europeans, whoare all no doubt sincere friends of poor natives — “4 

or why should they be so willing to enhance the rate of municipal taxation? We 
are no admirers of Local Self-Government, but we are surprised at this pro- 
posal to remunerate Municipal Commissioners at the cost of the ratepayers, 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


SAMAY, 52. Writing to the Samay of the 8th April, a correspondent gives 9 
April eth, 1898. ee. harrowing description of the condition of - the 
Distress in Satkhira in the middle-class people in certain parganas of the Sat. 
-ssamicaauatetole" khira subdivision, in the Khulna district, during 


the famine of last year, and says that though petition after petition was syb. 
mitted to the Subdivisional Officer and the District Magistrate, though the 
state of things was fully described in the leading newspapers, and though a list 
of the starving people was furnished, nothing was done to relieve their distress, 
or remove the scarcity of water that added to their misery. The correspon. 
dent adds that he made an offer of his own Jakhiraj land to the Local Board 
for the excavation of a tank which might have served as a relief work for the 
starving labourers and removed the water-scarcity from which the inhabitants 
of several surrounding villages were suffering. According to him, the Sub- 
divisional Officer is now doing his best to realise all arrears from the raiyats 
who have scarcely recovered from the effects of successive bad seasons. 


i VI.—MIscELLANEoUvs. 

a Cuaru Mmir, 03. A correspondent of the Charu Mthir of the 4th April says that cholera 
a] April 4th, 1898. | is raging in the village Kayeth Pauli in the 
Pri An outbreak of cholera in a 


Kishenganj subdivision of the Mymensingh dis- 
trict, and two or three deaths are taking place 
every day. Already about #0 deaths have occurred, and 30 or 35 persons are 

still suffering from the disease. Quite a panic prevails, in consequence, in 
the village and all business is at a standstill, There isa great scarcity of ‘ 

good drinking water in the village. The Local Board was moved to remedy 

the evil, but without effect. | 

Hrravapy, o4, A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 8th April complains of 

‘April 9th, 1898. oo severe water-scarcity as well as of the prevalence 

P< srggga in the Ghatal of cholera and small-pox in 40 or 50 villages in 

: the Ghatal subdivision in the Midnapore district. 


Fires that are taking place cannot be quenched for want of water. 


village in theMymensingh district. 


SANJIVANI, 55. Referring to a canard published in a Jubbulpur paper, about the 

April 8th, 1898. ee . giving Seizure of dynamite in Calcutta, and the conse- 
4 24 ° ifan a . . ® eye 

currency to false statements.” += quent activity among the police and the military, 


the Sanjivant of the 9th April makes the following 


> ce @ 
@tiOiS -—— 


| against a paper conducted by an Englishman, ae 
i. Samay, 56. The Samay of the 8th April says that Mr. Chalmers’ Sedition Act 
| Pri Oh, 1008, es has caused the premature death of one more 
e Vorts i of the Gaur vernacular paper, the Gaur Varta of Malda, which 
ia i ceased to exist on the 18th March, There 1s no 
re questioning the truth of the Gaur Varta’s remark that under the present circums- 
tances it is hardly wise to run great risks when the chances of gain are 80. 


a small, All newspapers, indeed, fare alike, that is to say, he alone lives who 


Bi escapes. | 
i & meee o7. The Daiwnik-o-Samdchér Chandrika of the 11th April has the follow- 
a April 11th, 1898, is ing :— : 

aoe. ¥ Chalmers’ visit to the Why is the Hon’ble Mr. Chalmers going to 


Lundi Kotal? It is said that the object of his visit 


-or +a to dissuade the: frontier.tribes, by explaining'to them the new 
ae an, ioe ou caaiiae disturbanee like the one which has just 
ae ne 40-an end, and thathe will address meetings at Jamrud, Lundi.Katel 
and .Ali.Musjid .on the subject. ‘It;is:also said that, with the help of the 
pene py eto Gonne if on:the Sedition Bill:translated into Pushtu and 
on tata the translation with :him. Henceforth, sedition will be suppressed 
in' this country by the force of law, .and -India ‘has no more necessity ‘for a 


standing army. 


 Urrya Papers. 


68. The Utkaldiptka of the 29th January regrets to observe that the 
| : .plague segregation rules have produced very little 
—— _effect: in Poona and Bombay, and that ‘it is useless 

to insist on the: observance of those: rules and: thereby put the people to unneces- 

sary inconvenience. a3 
59. The same paper regrets that the Indian Famine Commission, now 
holding their proceedings in different parts of 

India, have not been requested to pronounce their 

opinion on the causes of famine in India and the 

best means of removing the same, eo 


‘60. <A correspondent to the same paper points out that the villages 


The Indian Famine Commis- 


sion. 


_, Wild animals in certain ‘village’ Marapatna, Barpukhuri, Kandipur, Daripukhuti, 
Balimundti, near the Turigaria outpost of the 
Balasore district, have suffered much through the. depredations of wild animals. 
About 300 men and women and about 1,000 cattle have been killed by man- 
eating tigers, wild boars and elephants. The correspondent entreats both the 
District Magistrate of Balasore and the Raja of Nilgiri to organise hunting 
expeditions against these enemies of men. eRe ors 


61. The Sambalpur Hitaisint of the 2nd February has reason to believe 
Transfer rules and Government that a large number of Government officers in 
officers and managers of wards’ (rissa have managed to remain in their respective 
es Pe posts in that province for an undesirably long 
period, and the case is the same with many managers of wards’ estates. The 


writer urges that they should be transferred now and then in thé interests of 
the public service. 


62. The Utkaldipika of the dth February requests the educational 
authorities to institute an enquiry into the manage- 
ment of the Dhenkanal examination centre, where 


the last Middle Vernacular and Minor Scholarship 


examinations were held and where the candidates are said to have passed by 
unfair means. 


63. ‘The same paper speaks in eulogistic terms of Mrs. Cooke, wife of 


aii ti aici Mr. Cooke, the Commissioner of Orissa Division, 


through whose exertions and patronage a flower 
show was held in Cuttack and was made a fittin g occasion for the interchange 


of cordial feelings between the Indian and European gentlemen of the station. 

64. The Sambalpur Hitaishint of the 9th February contends that the 
Appointment of Uriyas a educational authorities of the Central Provinces 
eac 


ers in the Sambalpur Higher should mak 3} intment of 
Mortish Scoot pur Higher © arrangements for the appo 


| competent natives of Orissa as teachers in the 
Sambalpur Higher English school, which is intended mainly for the education 
of the people of Sambalpur, which is a 


principle should be observed in filling up the second teachership of that institu- 
tion, that is likely to fall vacant within ; few dave. , 


65. The same paper says that the Natu brothers and Tilak have been 
Mr. Tilak and the Natu brothers, sufficiently punished and that Government should 


humanity and charity. 


The scholarship examinations at 
Dhenkanal. 


lose no time in releasing them in the interests of 


Society, he has-got Sir Alexander ‘Mackenzie’s — 


Dautur, Lakshmisul, Agasal, Rudunpur, Amgaria, — 


Uriya-speaking district, and that this 
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‘ : 66, The Utkaldipika 5 the 12th seen? Rg ve to observe that a 
‘ sch Soh, 1008 uropean gentleman has been appointed 
: Tho post of Advocate-General, 4 a7 ocate-General of Madras in caalatinih t . 
: — claims of a native gentleman, who was competent 
enough to hold the post in every way. 
| rere en 67. The same paper does not approve of the short and curt reply, 
; i, pis ae i which Governmeut has given to the memorial of 


Fob, 17th, 1898. ay oe the Orissa fandords, the Orissa Landlords’ Association and states that 
Government should have gone through their repre. 
sentations one by one. The Samvad Vahika of the 17th February holds 

similar opinion. 


a er eee ee 
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¥ BAMVADVABIKA, 68. The Samvad Vahska of the 17th February states that the landlords 
a Feb. 17th, 1898, ean and tenants of the Balasore district are sorry to 
se ease incas lose the services of Mr. B. N. De, the District 
| Magistrate ond Collector of that district on his transfer to Bankura. 
| ae SAMBALPUR 69. The Sambalpur Hitaishini of the 16th February draws the attention of 
| HITaIsHIN1, ies & Un the Sambalpur authorities to the fact that the 
3 Feb, 16th, 1698 | acbors in the Sambalpur Higher education 0 boys in the Sambalpur Higher English 
q English School. School cannot be conducted properly without the 
‘i assistance of Uriya-knowing teachers, and that all vacancies that occur in future 
4 should be filled in by the appointment of such teachers. Such teachers can be 
x had easily on a reference to the Principal of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 
g SAMBALPUR 70. The same paper regrets that the natives of Orissa are very conserva- 
a — ts .,. tive in politics and do not join any political move- 
: vila. Uriya’s conservatism 12 J ont with a full heart. The writer urges them to 


join the National Congress without any delay. 


a NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 

i Wf Offg. Bengals Translator. 
a Bengatt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 

The 16th April 1898. 
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